
BOYD Relaunch Effort to Study Apalachicola River, Bay

          FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    04/02/2009   
      BOYD CONTACT: Jared Cordes
NELSON CONTACT: Bryan Gulley
    (202) 225-5235

(202) 224-1679   
        
      NELSON, BOYD RELAUNCH EFFORT TO STUDY APALACHICOLA RIVER, BAY
Nelson and Boyd announce workshop on the ACF System   
        
      WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Senator Bill Nelson (D-Florida) and U.S. Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida) today reintroduced legislation calling for a comprehensive study of the water management, needs, and conservation along the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint (ACF) River System.  The legislation introduced in the Senate and the House of Representatives would require the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to enter into an agreement with the National Research Council (NRC) of the National Academies to conduct a basin-wide assessment of the ACF system.  

The reintroduction of the Nelson-Boyd NRC bill coincides with the workshop being held by the NRC about the ACF System on Friday, April 3, 2009, in Washington, D.C.  Senator Nelson and Congressman Boyd pushed for the workshop as a way to bring local stakeholders, scientific experts, and state and federal officials together to discuss the ACF System.

“The issue here is protecting the interests of the residents in each of the three states involved in a dispute over water,” said Nelson. “This study hopefully would give policy-makers some impartial evidence on which to base an equitable long-term solution to the dispute.”

 “There is no question that we have a clear need for impartial, ecological data on the ACF system and a better understanding of the influence that low water flows have had on our river and our bay,” said Congressman Boyd.  “The NRC workshop will be a good first step to help advance a scientific study of the ACF system, and it is my hope that a study by the NRC will allow the three states and the Corps to develop a more successful, long term water management strategy that recognizes the needs of all the users along the ACF system.”

The legislation calls for the NRC study to include:
•    Scientific information on the Apalachicola River and Bay and the impact of freshwater flow on the ecology of the river and the              bay. 
•    An assessment of water availability, supply options, demand-management alternatives, and socioeconomic factors that influence       uses in the ACF River System. 
•    Recommendations for an approach to determine water limits that recognize the needs of all users along the ACF River System. 
•    Suggestions for any additional measures to address the long term watershed management needs of the ACF River System. 

The Boyd/Nelson Commission has also been endorsed by President Barack Obama, who called for an NRC study of the ACF Region during the 2008 Presidential Campaign.

Joining Congressman Boyd as original cosponsors in the House are Congresswoman Ginny Brown-Waite (R-Brooksville), Congresswoman Kathy Castor (D-Tampa), Congressman Ander Crenshaw (R-Jacksonville), Congressman Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R-Miami), Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart (R-Miami), Congressman Ron Klein (D-Boca Raton), Congressman Jeff Miller (R-Chumuckla), and Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-Weston). Senator Mel Martinez (R-FL) is an original cosponsor with Senator Nelson.
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